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ENERGY USE — SMART METERS 

124. Hon KATE DOUST to the Minister for Energy: 

I refer to the strategic energy initiative directions paper, which states that smart energy use remains a major 
objective for the state government.  

(1) How many Western Australian homes have smart meters installed and operational, and how many do 
not? 

(2) How does the minister envisage a rollout of smart meters will occur? 

(3) What is the estimated cost of a smart-meter rollout in Western Australia? 

(4) Will the minister guarantee that, in any smart-meter rollout under this government, individual 
householders will not be slugged the installation cost? 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 

(1) There are approximately 899 000 residential supply points within the south west interconnected system. 
Of these, there are currently 10 000 installed and operational smart meters as part of a ring-fence trial. 

(2) To facilitate a wide-scale rollout of smart meters, such trials are informing the development of a robust 
business case to demonstrate the costs and benefits. Subject to a positive cost–benefit analysis, a 
detailed plan will be developed for the rollout of smart meters for government consideration. In parallel 
with these processes, the government will review existing legislation, as outlined in the strategic energy 
initiative directions paper, to ensure that there are no unnecessary regulatory barriers, and to develop 
customer protection regulations, consistent with the national energy consumer framework. 

(3) Costs are not yet known. Western Power is developing a cost–benefit analysis of a smart-meter rollout 
across the network, informed by the smart meter trial. 

(4) Smart meters would be installed only where benefits exceed costs. The smart meter trial will inform the 
development of a business case that will ultimately go to the Economic Regulation Authority for 
consideration as part of Western Power’s access arrangement. 

 


